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Title: Using the Rule of Thirds to evaluate and compose strong and effective journalistic pictures

Overview and Rationale:

Not only should journalism students be able to create strong pictures to support their newspaper stories, they should also be able to evaluate the photographic content in both professional publications and their own scholastic publication because evaluation is key to the learning and growth process.  Evaluating photographs using the Rule of Thirds is an effective method for teaching journalism students to critically evaluate their own photographic work.

Goals for Understanding:

Students will be able to:

1. apply the Rule of Thirds as an evaluation tool to critically examine photos from professional publications as well as their own scholastic publication

2. utilize knowledge gained from the evaluation of photographic content to compose original photos that demonstrate an understanding of the rule of thirds as an effective composition technique

Essential Questions:

1. How does the composition of a news photo impact its ability to help “tell” a story?

2. How does the ability to evaluate photographic content using the Rule of Thirds as the evaluative criteria help editors/reporters select the best photos to support news stories?

Critical Engagement Questions:

1. How does the placement of focal objects in a photograph help the audience to “read” the photo?

2. How does the point of entry in a photograph serve to attract and hold the reader’s attention or distract and confuse the reader?  

Activities: 

Activity One: (30 minutes)

1. The teacher will lead a brief mini-lesson on the key aspects of the Rule of Thirds, providing a hand-out overview of the discussion of the rule for students to save in their notebook for future reference as they practice photo composition.

2. The teacher may feature photos that adhere to, as well as some that fail to adhere to, the Rule of Thirds in a brief PowerPoint visual presentation.

3. The teacher will feature additional photos in the PowerPoint and ask students to engage in a group discussion to evaluate the photos using the Rule of Thirds as the evaluation criteria.

Hand-out:


The Rule of Thirds. 
One of the most popular 'rules' in photography is the Rule Of Thirds. It is also popular amongst artists. It works like this:

Imaginary lines are drawn dividing the image into thirds both horizontally and vertically.  Effectively, you are laying an imaginary tic-tac-toe grid over a photo.  You place important elements of your composition where these lines intersect. I've even made a little diagram for you (fig 1). 









Fig 1


As well as using the intersections you can arrange areas into bands occupying a third or place things along the imaginary lines.  As you can see it is fairly simple to implement.  A good place to put focal objects: a third of the way up, a third of the way in from the left, a third of the way down, etc. You get the idea. Avoid placing focal objects right in the middle, right at the top, right at the bottom, away in the corner. 

Using the Rule of Thirds helps produce nicely balanced, easy on the eye (easy to “read”) pictures. Also, as you have to position things relative to the edges of the frame it helps eliminate the ‘tiny subject surrounded by vast empty space’ syndrome.

The Rule of Thirds is fairly structured but there are a great many methods you can employ which rely on your ability to 'see' things and incorporate them into your composition. 

http://www.silverlight.co.uk/tutorials/compose_expose/thirds.html
End of Hand-out

Activity Two (60 minute period)

1. In class, break students into pairs, giving each pair one news magazine, one professional newspaper, one copy of the scholastic newspaper, scissors, paper, and a glue stick.

2. In their pairs, students should select five photos from each publication to evaluate photo content using the Rule of Thirds as the evaluation criteria.

3. Cut and mount the photos on paper.  Beside each photo, students should include a brief written description of how the photo adheres, or fails to adhere, to the Rule of Thirds, naming specific objects in the photo as a point of reference.  

4. Students should also evaluate (in writing) to what extent the picture serves to help “tell” the story/support the content of the news story the photo accompanies.  

5. When students have finished their paired work, they should find another paired group with which to share their findings.   

Assessment (90 minute period)—Day Two

1. Utilizing their own cameras, students will leave the classroom to compose and produce their own photos around campus, using the Rule of Thirds as their target compositional tool.  Each student should take a minimum of 12 pictures.

2. After returning to the classroom, students will load their photos onto the computer and create a written evaluation of each photo to determine to what extent each photo adheres or fails to adhere to the Rule of Thirds.  

3. Students will then select their best two photographs and important them into a classroom PowerPoint presentation.  

4. At the end of the block period, a slide show presentation will be displayed of the best work of each student in the classroom.  

5. Following the presentation, a brief discussion should be held to close the two day lesson, during which students will evaluate how they believe adding the Rule of Thirds to their photographic composition skill bank will help them to improve the quality of photo work in their scholastic newspaper.
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